14th Annual Corowa Swim-In
This traditional amphibious rally was once again held successfully, although back in 1981 Corowa attracted 8 GPA’s or ‘seeps’ and I’m afraid those days are gone. However, for the first time in many years, a DUKW attended, driven all the way from Queensland by Peter and Judy Fraser…A magnificent effort.

Also in attendance were two GPA’s, one from Newcastle and one from Victoria. It was the first outing for Jim Bennie – good work Jim and Roger. Each day saw many new vehicles arriving, and many headed for Uptons - perhaps the last of the great scrap yards.

Rally directors, Glen and Lyn Stones led us on a Mystery trip on Friday, stopping at Chiltern, where we visited a garage relics museum and antique shops. Further stops at Beechworth and Yackandandah for more sightseeing, made for an interesting day run.

Peter Fraser never seemed to tire of taking loads of people on the river in the DUKW, which ran very well, and no doubt used heaps of fuel.

Saturday saw the Swap and Sell, which was well-stocked with militaria and parts, much coming from the Sydney area. 26 vehicles then made the usual convoy run to Rutherglen with a stop for photographs. The Saturday night dinner was attended by about 80 at the Stones’ Rutherglen property. Many thanks to Glen and Lyn, who organised the catering and prizes for the dinner. For entertainment, we had ‘Maggie’s Melodramas’ featuring the “Seven Deadly Sins” – Reverend Dave officiating!

Peter Fraser was a popular prize winner with best vehicle, and greatest distance traveled. Allan Newton from Adelaide was welcomed – Alan, with Ian Grieve organised the first Swim-In in March 1980.
With perfect weather, great company and 33 interesting vehicles. I wouldn’t miss Corowa for quids.

Vehicles attending:

15 Jeeps, 5 Jeep trailers, 2 GPA, 2 Dodge W/C, 1 DUKW, 1 White Scout Car, 1 GMC truck, 3 Chev Blitz 15cwt,  1 Chev Blitz G/T, 2 Land Rovers, 1 Land Rover Ambulance,

2 Land Rover trailers, 1 Ford Utility, 1 Pontiac Utility, 1 Falcon utility, 1 Ford F250
Col Anderson VMVC
