26th Annual GPA Swim-In and Military Vehicle Rally

at Corowa

Monday 14th – Sunday 20th March 2005

This event was the best supported Swim-In in history. There were a number of activities, which contributed to its success. Our aim to set a Guinness Book of records attempt for ‘the greatest number of WW2 Pattern Carriers to participate in a parade since the Second World War’ was achieved. We also had the largest number of ex-military vehicles; the longest vehicle street parade and we were privileged to visit the Tenix facility at Bandiana.

Monday 14th March:

We arrived at Corowa around 12.30pm after staying at Yass overnight. John Wright and Bruce McCann were the first to arrive arriving on the Sunday. As a result of a shortcut we took from Holbrook through Culcairn and Walbundrie we were plastered by plagues of grasshoppers so we quickly unpacked and headed to the local carwash.

On return we visited the Tourist Information Centre, local newspaper to issue information packs and started greeting a number of early participant arrivals. One of those was Mal Mackay and Marcus who had driven a semi from Newcastle with a DUKW and Bren Gun Carrier so after the obligatory drink and chin wag it was time to erect the tent and organise the information boards. Thanks to Gary for making up the boards and Mal Mackay for transporting them down. These were used for displaying the program for the week, general information, past newspaper and magazine articles. Thanks also to Dave Argles for transporting the tent and club banner and for organizing a Swim-In HQ sign.

Monday night’s dinner was a low key affair with a meal at the Corowa Sports and Citizens Club which is now run by the RSL.

Tuesday 15th March:

The morning started with finalizing details in the information tent and setting up the notice boards, which also included this year For Sale and Wanted sections. My mother Barbara and I were kept busy all day with a steady flow of participants and were surprised at the number of early arrivals. Upon arrival people were asked to sign the Visitor’s Book, fill out vehicle details so they could receive a participant vehicle number and an attendance certificate, sign in for the Tenix tour and pay their money for the Saturday evening meal. Carrier owners had additional forms to fill out.

During the afternoon David Mackay, Marlies and Marcus took the GPA down to check out the river. To everyone’s surprise both Marcus and David arrived back at the park on foot without the GPA looking for Mal’s assistance - after some questioning and probing it was discovered that the GPA was half sunk and tied to a tree in front of the Rowing Club. Apparently the brakes failed on the concrete ramp and they were then forced to enter the river. Because the river is low at the moment there was a larger than normal drop at the end of the ramp which caused the GPA to bottom out. David suspected he had pierced the hull so he promptly turned for the safety of the shore. Marcus grabbed the tow rope on the front of the GPA and anchored it to the tree. Once Mal was found, the DUKW was bought into service to winch the GPA out of the river and up the bank. It was then discovered that there was no hole in the hull but someone had forgotten to put the bungs in. David and Co spent the next 2 days cleaning out the vehicle, changing oils in the engine, gearbox and transfer case.

We ended the day discussing the day’s events with a BBQ Dinner in the Park.

Wednesday 16th March:

We were kept busy in the morning at the Information tent. At around midday 4 GPA’s commenced their trip from the Hume Weir down the Murray River to Corowa, which included Prime TV interviewing the owners of the vehicles prior to their departure. The story was included in the news that evening.

During the afternoon some of the other GPA’s and Mal’s DUKW took people for rides in the river. The Carriers and other vehicles started using the vacant council land adjacent to the caravan park from the loading ramp to the lagoon testing their skills and vehicle performance. Fortunately we were able to negotiate with the council for use of this land during this year’s event and hopefully all future events. In the afternoon Barry Greenland offered to man the tent for a couple of hours while Barbara, Gary and myself visited some of the local vineyards. 

That evening a few of us took the short stroll to the Sports and Citizen’s club for a carvery meal for $8 including a $2 cashback and it was enjoyed by all.

Thursday 17th March: visit to Tenix, the Bandiana Army Museum and 8/13th Victorian Mounted Rifles Museum.

During Wednesday night there were a number of new arrivals including a number of South Australian members. Hugh Davis arrived with his semi filled with three Carriers at 4am. 

After 6 months of planning which included numerous phone calls, faxes, emails etc the day had finally arrived when we were able to visit the Defence Heavy Maintenance facility at Bandiana which is operated by a private contractor, Tenix Defence Pty Ltd on behalf of the Department of Defence. This is the largest army maintenance and Logistics unit in Australia. 

One hundred and sixty of our participants made their way to Bandiana by 9.30am. Major Graham Docksey from the Army Museum greeted us in the car park opposite the Army Museum and were transported by coach approximately 5kms to the facility. A condition of entry was that we had to comply with their strict security and Occupational Health and Safety procedures. Ray Dawes [Business Development Co-ordinator Land Division] greeted us at the gate and we were broken into groups of approximately twenty-five. Guided by a representative from Tenix we were given a comprehensive and informative tour of the workshops. 

Tenix defence owns and operates specialist manufacturing sites designed to facilitate production line assembly, high hardness steel armour fabrication and painting to defence specification for all types of vehicles ranging from light 4-wheel drives to Main Battle Tanks. Typical production services include: production planning, fabrication, assembly, painting, functional testing, quality control and process documentation. Tenix defence is responsible for the ongoing operation of the National Logistics Unit Warehouse at Bandiana. Responsibilities specified by this contract include the receipt, storage, maintenance and issue of over 80,000 line items on behalf of the ADF. Bandiana holds national stocks for A and B vehicle repair parts including stocks of rotatable items, vehicles, clothing and when required, conducts disposal auctions on behalf of Defence.

The tour took approximately 2 hours and they were keen to answer any questions we had. All up we did about 5km of walking but unfortunately our two Veterans [George and Eddie] could only do half this tour. This is the largest group to have had the privilege of touring this facility and Tenex were using this as a test case for maybe further visits by other groups. There was a large interest in the obsolete leopard tank turrets and other items in one of the storage yards. The range of armoured and tactical vehicles which Tenix Defence maintains include: M113FOV, Leopard-1 FOV, Australian Light armoured Vehicles [ASLAVs], Perentie FOV [Land Rover 4X4 and 6X6],Unimog FOV, Mack FOV, RO 105mm light gun and M198 155mm medium gun.

After the tour had finished we were transported by coach back to the Museum and had lunch at the Bandiana Soldiers club on the base. We were then able to visit the Bandiana Army Museum and/or the 8/13th Victorian Mounted Rifles museum which was opened specially for us. Due to time constraints I decided to only tour the 8/13th Museum which I found to be of great interest. The collection was first housed at Buna Barracks Albury. The linking of the regiments in 1991 and the relocation of the 4th/19th Prince of Wales Light Horse to Bandiana in 1999 made it also necessary to move the collection. The museum as we see it today is the result of 4 years work by a team of volunteers led by Colonel John Neale. Upon our arrival at the museum I received a phone call from John Hedges who was travelling back to Corowa for further event organization stating that he had run out of petrol. After I made an announcement Mike Jericevich and Co volunteered to assist John.

On our way back we dropped into the Tooles Disposals to collect some last minute prizes, awards and donations for Saturday night’s presentations and auction.

There was huge influx of vehicles and people on our return to Ball Park requiring booking in and information and once that was out the way it was off to the Wahgunyah Hotel across the old bridge in Victoria for dinner with a few of the participants.

Friday 18th March:

More carriers and vehicles had arrived overnight and were having a great time down by the river when Keith Adam struck problems with one of his tracks came off while negotiating a rise and turn. This kept a number of people busy for the next hour or so with Keith requiring the services of his AWD Bedford complete with Hyab to lift the Carrier high enough to release tension on the track. Many of us had not seen anything like this happen before so a large crowd had gathered to witness a successful reposition. Whilst this was happening Colin Brown was test driving his Carrier when a pin broke on a track resulting in hours of work to rectify the problem. Ben Hemmings from the VMVC did an excellent job with his Military Police Landrover ensuring vehicles didn’t go too fast and kept pedestrians away from moving vehicles. Others spent the day swimming in the lagoon, visiting wineries, sightseeing etc.

At 2pm the four (4) GPA’s who did the trip from the Hume Weir arrived to a large number of people waiting on the banks. Those who participated were Roger Ross from Vic, Trevor Boyle from NSW, Bruce Wiltshire and John Summers both from QLD. They had passengers with them and they all experienced a wonderful time.

At 3pm we organized a line up of the Carriers so that comparisons could be made, photos taken and interviews with Keith Webb from Image Control who is doing a video on ‘Year of the Carrier’. It was great to see John Belfield from Victoria with his oversize Dodge Weapons Carrier towing a trailer with a Strickland Carrier on board. Ian Evans has an LP1 and it is interesting to note that it is one of only two remaining in running condition in the world today. We also had a modified Carrier which belonged to Ivan Burkill from Denman. It has Stuart Tank tracks and a roll cage along with other modifications. Everyone was amazed with it’s performance.

That evening a large number of us took the traditional walk up town and had dinner at the Royal Hotel. After our meal Carol Foulkes and myself decided to go back to the caravan park and register participants who had arrived later in the day and sort out their meal tickets as we knew there would be many last minute arrivals on Saturday morning.

Saturday 19th March: Procession, Guinness World record attempt, Swap Meet and Rotary club dinner.

Everyone was looking forward to the ‘big’ day. To be honest it was a lot bigger than anticipated with 137 vehicles in total being registered in as participants and many of those in the procession. Due to difficulties getting across the bridge into Victoria, NSW Permits on the Carriers and various other constraints we decided after the event in 2004 that we would do our parade up through Corowa’s main street and then out to the airport where there was plenty of space to line up the Carriers and other vehicles for a photo shoot. 

Gary, Carol and myself spent 45 minutes signing all the Saturday arrivals in so they could receive a participant number and certificate of attendance. Even then we ran out of time and Carol had to chase up a number after the parade. 

The Carriers were placed at the front of the parade and there was a drivers meeting prior to departure at 9.00am. 

The parade left as planned at 9.00am. Eighteen (18) Carriers commenced the parade from Bangerang Park and due to Guinness guidelines the Carriers had to travel a distance of 3.2kms but unfortunately Colin Brown had fuel problems with his Carrier and had to stop at the first roundabout and wait for assistance. The other 17 passed the line where the Mayor of Corowa, Gary Poidevin and The General Manager, Bruce Corcoran were there to verify the Guinness World Record Attempt for ‘the greatest number of WW2 Pattern Carriers to participate in a parade since the Second World War. Following the Carriers were John Belfield in his Dodge with a Strickland Carrier on a trailer and Ron Fry from Puckapunyal with his Carrier also on a trailer. The 2 pound Carrier from Bandiana had also experienced difficulties and was trailered to the airport where it was unloaded and included in a photo shoot. Unfortunately the Temora Wirraway pilots were stranded in Sydney due to bad weather and the proposed aircraft flypast / display had to be cancelled but we are told that they too were disappointed but will try and make up for it at next year’s event. Special thanks goes out to all Carrier owners and crews for their attendance and efforts to make this record attempt such a success. 

Thanks must go to the marshals who assisted in positioning the vehicles after the parade at the airport. John Oldenmenger, Mike Jericevich, Graham Person, David Taylor, Derek Ward, David Pettman and John Leadeux did an excellent job of lining the big vehicles at the rear and the smaller vehicles at the front.

Special thanks must go out to John Arnott for his hard work in putting together a Carrier Register and contacted each person on the list [over 110] and Keith Adam who was a great help to John in providing some of the names and contact details. Both John and Keith have expressed an interested in keeping this register going so if you are able to give them further names they would be most appreciative. 

John Hedges was in charge of looking into the required road permits that were required by all Carriers during the parade and record attempt. After numerous phone calls and meeting with the RTA he was able to send out the required permit information to potential participants. All entrants had to obtain one of the two suggested Permits if they wanted to enter in the record attempt. Everything ended up running smoothly but it would not have occurred if it wasn’t for John Hedges hard work and persistence with the RTA. 

There were a few short speeches by dignitaries and a few aircraft were seen to fly overhead. Maybe one was a Wirraway in disguise! It was also announced that 2 years or so down the track we may have another record attempt at ‘Year of the Carrier’ to better our record. After a few photos the vehicles made their own way back to Bangerang Park but due to road works on the main road there were some diversions in and around back streets to the locals surprise. It’s not every day you see a “Bren Carrier” loose in the back streets of Corowa!

The Swap Meet was well and truly under way when we arrived back at the Bangerang Park. There were a great variety of things from vehicle parts, books and even a stall with women’s jewelry set up by Fiona Shearman from SA. This was a big hit for the women and we encourage all types of stalls whether it’s for the boys or gals. 

While Gary, John and I were planning the presentations for the evening’s events other’s took advantage of the good weather and went down by the river and watched or had rides in the amphibious vehicles.

The Corowa Rotary Club catered for 280 people on Saturday night and put on a delicious two-course meal. Participants paid $12 per head and we subsidized the rest from funds raised during the 2004 event. John Hedges was MC and did a great job with the presentations. During the night John organized a meeting to discuss the future of the event and to allow participants to work out the theme for 2006. The theme will be ‘The Year of the Armoured Scout Car” which includes White Scout Cars, Ferret Scout Cars, Lynx and Dingo Scout cars etc. We decided not to do a Guinness Record for these because there are so many different types but encourage people who own one to bring them along next year.

We were fortunate to have Peter and Lynda Toohey from Woolgoolga who were with us again this year to do some stories on the event and attending vehicles for Jeep Action Australia magazine. Peter is hoping to feature a few of these stories in magazines over the next 12 months. Peter also organized a ‘Sweaty T-Shirt Award’ for this years event which was given to David Mackay for the dunking of the GPA. David and Mal Mackay were presented with a periscope in case the GPA decides to become a submarine again. Other awards were presented to Trevor Brown from SA who always had a camera around his neck, the owners of the GPA’s who did the river trip, Ian Evans for the oldest Carrier, Major Graham Docksey and the Bandiana boys for bringing the only 2 pound Carrier, all the marshal assistants of the parade and assistants who helped with the event.

Bay Kelly was in charge of the Auction and did a wonderful job as usual. We raised $ 822.00, which will be used to help fund the event in 2006. We thank people for their kind donations of goods for use in the auction. The money raised goes towards the 27th Annual Swim-In. Without this holding this event next year would be almost impossible. During the night a few streakers from the local cricket club disrupted proceedings for a short time by running across the adjacent local football field under floodlights. There were some discussions and questioning as to whether it was Max Hedges! 

Once the night’s proceedings were over and things were packed away it was then time to sit back, have a chat and a well deserved drink or two after such a long and busy day.
Sunday 20th March:

Many of the participants left on Sunday to make their way home. It was good being able to stay another day. Late on Sunday afternoon we enjoyed a swim-in in the 1981 Luaz in which I had already had a ride in whilst on holiday in Perth during 2001 but only on land. This vehicle is the only one of its type in Australia and has only just recently been purchased by Don Wilson from Grays Point in NSW. It is a Russian Amphibious, Battlefield and Medical Evacuation Unit. We were taken in the lagoon for a ride and shown some of its rather unique features and capabilities.

The weekend was ended with 35 of us enjoying a great three course carvery meal at the Corowa RSL. There were many laughs and we were able to use this as a wind down after such a busy week.

There have been a number of people who have assisted both John Hedges and myself over the last 12 months and we will be looking for more assistance for next year’s event from members of all participating clubs. We appreciate any help given so if there is something you are able to do please speak to John Hedges or myself. We will keep you informed about plans for 2006 as they arise. Once I receive the newspaper articles and verification letters about the Guinness attempt I will then be organizing to send the information to Guinness. 

Thanks to Maureen Bell who had the onerous task of writing out all of the Participant Certificates and the special ones for the Carrier owners who were in the Guinness attempt. Thanks also to Keith Webb for supplying the Certificates along with Colin Foulkes and Hugh Thompson for their general assistance during the event.

Terry and Sandra from the Caravan Park and their family were very impressed with the event and conduct of participants with little or no problems encountered. Considering they have never seen anything quite like this before and it was their first year managing the park, it was pleasing to hear that they have offered their support and assistance for next year and future years to help better promote the event through the Chamber of Commerce and Local Council.

It appears that this event is getting bigger and bigger each year and we are getting a lot of interest from overseas enthusiasts. This year we were fortunate to have Murray Oben from New Zealand, Rob Pearson from New York, an exchange student from Copenhagen and another two Vehicle collectors from the U.S. who were staying with David Stafford. We had people attend from all states and territories of Australia.

Now for the list of vehicles:

18 Carriers [mobile]


2 carriers [on trailers]


7 Chev Blitz’s

1 Strickland Carrier [on trailer]
4 Ford Blitz’s



1 Dodge M37


6 Dodge Weapon’s Carriers

1 1963 Toyota Weapon’s Carrier
3 WLA Harleys

20 Ford Jeeps



17 Willy’s Jeeps


1 Ford/Willy’s Jeep

1 1974 Jeep Mitsubishi J54

9 GPA’s



4 Studebakers

4 White Scout Cars


3 GMC trucks



1 1981 Luaz

1 International Mark 5 Wrecker
1 Fordson WOT 2H


1 Unimog

1 Lend Lease Long Range DG
1 Isuzu recovery truck


1 1995 AWD Bedford

1 Landrover Series 1


1 Landrover Series 3


1 SWB Landrover 

2 Landrover Series 2A

1 Landrover 110


2 Ferrett Scout Cars

1 1944 Chev truck


1 1940 Chev Panel Van

1 1940 Chev truck 

1 1979 F100 Ambulance

1 Mutt




1 1941 Ford Ute

2 BMW R75 motorcycles & sidecars
1 BSA WM20 motorcycle outfit
1 Zundap K5750

1 1987 Toyota FJ75


1 Pontiac Utility


2 DUKW’s

1 BSA folding pushbike

1 Munga



1 Haflinger


1 1954 VW Replica 1942 Car

I HUMVEE

If you are interested in purchasing one of Keith Webb’s ‘Year of the Carrier’ videos or DVD’s they will be for sale around May 2005. You can contact him at work on 03 96828211 or on his mobile 0438132748 to reserve your copy.

Report by Jan Thompson

