NATIONAL AMPHIBIAN RALLY, 14-19/3/89
I left Packenham at 0900 hours on Wednesday 15th and arrived at Corowa at 1430 to find several Vic and NSW military vehicles and enthusiasts in attendance. After setting up camp, with the help of a couple of AMVCS members, I relaxed and awaited for the rest of the attending members who gradually arrived over the next few days until about 50 military vehicles and several ‘moderns’ were in attendance.

Thursday was spent in talking military vehicles – a pastime which dominated the other day’s doings. The tracked vehicle demo was cancelled on Friday morning due to lack of a suitable venue and the fact that at this time there was only one tracked vehicle on site. Friday afternoon was spent in watching the amphibious Jeeps go through their impressive paces. Two eye-catching displays were Col Anderson’s QL Bedford with military trailer with tandem, single wheels carrying a Bren carrier and Jeep. Russell Altmann brought his highly modified Bedford bus with a tandem trailer in tow with a Humber truck on it. Russell jack-knifed the trailer around and operated some controls, and the whole rear of the bus opened and lowered to become a ramp. He then drove a Suzuki 4X4 station wagon out. I didn’t really believe I had seen it until a later video confirmed it.
Friday night was the advertised ENSA Show where everyone enjoyed the show – organized by Maggie Mottram – with as much humour coming from the audience as from the stage performers. Saturday morning saw our convoy circuit the main street in a parade, the highlight of which was Keith and Mrs Newsome in German uniforms, traveling in the middle of our convoy in their 1943 Volkswagon with P.O.W. painted on the sides, and waving a white flag.

Saturday afternoon saw several items change hands at the swap and sell, and 3 of my grandsons became proud owners of military clothing and assorted militaria. The amphibious Jeeps were in and out of the river doing their thing; and those who had a ride in the water Weasel were quite impressed. I, personally would like to thank James Swan for taking me and 3 of my grandson’s for a ride in his immaculate Amphib. This was one of the highlights of our trip. Late Saturday afternoon and night there were a couple of hiccups which could have spoiled the event for some but, fortunately didn’t. One young teenager had his eyes filled with sand whilst swimming and was very distressed. His parents called an ambulance which turned out very promptly and the officers attended to him on the spot and soon had him operational; although with sore eyes. We are all grateful to the Corowa Ambulance Service. The next problem arose when we tried to take children under 18 years old into the Bowling Club where we were booked for dinner. The children could eat in a certain area, but not the parents: or, the parents could eat in the booked area; but the children could not enter. Needless to say, those with children left and headed for the Corowa Hotel where they welcome children and even have a special menu for them. After a delightful meal (at a reasonable price) we clambered aboard Al Bowden’s GMC 6X6 (20 of us) and headed back to camp where it had been arranged to have the presentations etc. So, even though we didn’t eat together we didn’t miss out on the social side of the night.
Sunday was the day to reluctantly break camp and head for home which, to some members, meant Queensland, NSW, Sth Australia and several parts of country Victoria. Most members know the story of Henry ford and his desire to bring a cheap motor car to the masses. Well, I’m glad to report that he VMVC has a similarly dedicated member in Kevin Brown. With amphibious Jeeps costing upwards of $20,000 and LARCs and DUKW’s costing the equivalent of  Rob Jolley’s State Budget, Kevin has developed the working man’s amphibian. Kevin takes a watertight Land-Rover trailer, fits an outboard motor and “hey presto” instant Amphib. Now while the hull dynamics leave a little to be desired, it works a lot better that one would imagine. Maybe one year will see a National Trailer Swim-In. nice one, Kev.

My platoon and I left at 1200 on Sunday and arrived at Cockatoo at 1630. Although it was nice to see the lush green of Gippsland, after the undulating brown of the border country, I had pangs of regret at leaving such a fantastic 5 days. Did I say fantastic? That’s an understatement. In conclusion, I’d like to thank Col Anderson for another memorable event, and those who were able to bring such a diverse collection of military vehicles to celebrate the 10th Corowa Rally. And thanks to those supplying the screening videos and films.
Vehicles attending: 50

Amphibious Jeeps: Peter Frazer, Reg Butler, James Swan, Tony van De Ven, Brian Bell
Jeeps: Mike Cecil, Keith Gardiner, Col Anderson, Berrie van Der Geer, Lyle Gardiner, Adrian d’Argaville, Allan McAlister, Ray Edsall, ? Hodge, Brian Bell plus 4 Jeeps: owners names not known.

Chev Blitz : Bob McNeil, Tim Vibert, Glen Stones plus one from Wangaratta

Ford Blitz: Bruce Wiltshire (ambulance) Hugh Thompson

Land Rovers: Lex McPherson, Kevin Brown, Geoff Denniss, John Sanders

Dodge Power Wagon: Ken Morris
Dodge Weapons carrier: Ian Jarrott
GMC 6X6: Albert Bowden

Austin Champs: 2
Bedford Semi: Col Anderson

Humber 1-ton truck: Russell Altmann

White scout Car: Glen Stones

Gamma Goat: Bill Slattery
Ford truck: Ian Styles

Acco Truck: Tim Vibert
Studebaker Weasel: Ian Ledwidge
Ford Heavy utility: Bevan Fenner

Volkswagon staff car: Keith Newsome
Mercedes 4X4: James Swam
Plymouth Car: Tom Rolfe

Chev Lend Lease truck: Dave Mottram
Bren Gun Carrier: Col Anderson

BSA Motor cycle: Peter Growse
2-pdr AT gun: Bruce Wiltshire
Land Rover Trailers: 3
Jeep Trailers: 2

Also an estimated 20 ‘moderns’
Ken Morris VMVC

