COROWA 2007 Report – Anthony Shorten
Restoration of an ex-army Land Rover workshop had not been completed in time

to take it to Corowa for the annual military vehicle rally and “swim-in” but I decided to

attend anyway, so left straight from work on Thursday afternoon and headed south

down the Hume. Pulled up to camp in a State Forest near Tumbarumba around

10pm and after a quiet beer or two around a small campfire (still very dry around

there) crawled into my swag to the sound of light rain. Awoke to birdsong and

sunshine and after a cuppa and brekky headed on to Corowa arriving around

10am. Most were off on the trip to Tocumwal airport and Christy’s museum

but I said g’day to a few still there, including Kevin and Jenny Burne and Bay

Kelly who had also not bought any military vehicles along but were here for a look.

Had a quick cuppa with Maureen Bell who told me the sad news that the previous day they were returning to the Ballpark Caravan Park when a loud bang from under the red bushfire brigade Jeep heralded the end of the gearbox for the weekend. It was later loaded onto the car trailer to be taken home by Fred Reeves for repair.

The Tamworth contingent had arrived by now and I set up in the cabin with Neil Goodridge and Jim, Dave Clare, Graham Myer and Brian Beasley. We were soon joined by Graham Shaw from Melbourne.

I wandered down to the boat launching ramp and saw why the amphibious vehicle activities had been cancelled prior to the event. The mighty Murray was no longer mighty!! The ramp led into a small mudhole and the couple of hundred metres to the Murray River itself was a mudbank strewn with the odd fallen river gum. The usual splashing entry into the river off the end of the ramp and rides up and down the river would have been replaced by hours of back breaking work extricating bogged vehicles from the murky mud.
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A wander around the caravan park revealed a good turn up of vehicles and a few familiar faces. Vehicles had travelled from Queensland, NSW, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania to attend the event. It was a warm sunny day and a fewrefreshing ales at the

nearby Sports Club wereenjoyed. Carl Flannery had pulled out of attending, so many a text message and phone call was made reminding him of what a great time we were having.

Another quick wander around and Beezo started chatting to a couple in a Jeep who he had met at the WW2 Jeep Christmas bash. I then noticed they were driving Dougie, Wally Brandis’ old Jeep and told them I had many fond memories of the vehicle from trips of old. I was introduced to Chris and Jeannie Grossett and her sister, Carol and they told us how the two girls had driven the Jeep down from Wellington and had a real ball on the trip despite the heat, Chris driving down later to meet up with them.

A feed up at the pub, another sherbert or two and we headed back to camp where films were being shown at the BBQ shelter of past Corowa events and other vehicle activities. By the time we retired to the cabin, downed another beer or three, and it was definitely time for a few hours shut eye. It was a warm night, and what with snoring bodies and other unusual noises, including an early morning bugle call, everybody was up early for breakfast and ready to enjoy what is basically THE big day at Corowa.

The vehicles were assembling ready for the parade and it was obvious there was going to be a near record number of participants. As the theme vehicles for the year, motorbikes, cycles and staff cars were well represented. There were a handful of pushbikes at the start of the procession who had a fairly long and mostly uphill ride to the assembly point at the airport. These were followed by around thirty motorbikes including WLA’s, BSAs, and other makes, many with side cars and even one with a machine gun.

Staff cars included WW2 Chevrolets, a 70’s Ford LTD and a Holden FC, the last two coming from the Army museum at Bandiana. Then followed a collection of Jeeps,

cars, trucks and trailers, even a mini moke!

It was great standing on the side of the road watching the vehicles file past, but when a friend in a Forward Control military Land Rover 101 stopped and offered me a lift to the airport, I grabbed it. We drove up through the main street of Corowa to the gaze of the locals and waving children. The 150 or so vehicles were spread out over a kilometre or more and proved a great spectacle. Cars stopped, people waved and photographs were taken. We wended our way out to the airport where the vehicles formed up for the obligatory photographs, and people milled about the vehicles swapping yarns, checking out modifications and arguing about the usual “that is not the right nut for that”. A

WW2 aircraft (someone said a Harvard but I’m not sure) swooped overhead and later landed at the airstrip where the participants could go for a look. After about an hour, the

Crowd dispersed and made their way back to Bangerang Park for the swap meet. Neil and Jim had set up a trailer load of parts from Marathon Spares along with about twenty other

stall holders of mostly WW2 military parts and a large crowd was kept busy shopping for bargains. There was certainly a large range of parts available and I saw many satisfied customers walking off with the bit they had been looking for ages to finish off a project. Rotary provided a well priced sausage sizzle for the hungry. As it was another warm sunny day, a few thirst quenchers were in order and by about 2pm most of the stall holders had packed it in. I heard later that the sole amphibious GPA Jeep who had attended, not hearing about the cancellation of the swim-in, had decided to get the Jeep wet and had gone down to the river, but for most, the usual lazy afternoon down by the Murray watching the amphibs and downing a beer or two was a thing of the past. Hopefully, an end to the drought will return the activity in years to come.

A lot of the participants, including my lot, wandered up to the Sports club for a cold beer and a feed. The food was excellent and well priced. We could see a couple of fire engines turn up at the Caravan Park and found out later that Bay Kelly had accidentally set fire to a gas bottle and it was kicked towards a caravan causing minor damage to an awning. We then went back to camp for the auction and raffle and this year a number of auctioneers took turns, including Bay Kelly, John Hedges and Ray Kickert. There was a large selection of items including ammo boxes, wine and port, oil and “mystery boxes”. The contents of the mystery boxes have remained just that, a mystery, so can’t help

you there. Awards were handed out and the Grossett Girls were awarded the encouragement award for their “Thelma and Louise” trip in the Jeep. They accepted the award with the rendition of a poem written especially for the occasion.

Thanks must go out once again to the organisers of the event, Jan Thompson, John Hedges, Barbara Thompson, Graeme Person and John Arnott and Colin and Carol Foulkes who once again have done an excellent job in organising the event. The night was rounded out back in the cabin telling a few tall stories, and the following morning, we packed up, farewelled and made our various ways home. So, for a good social weekend with lots of green machines, rock along next year. The Theme vehicles for 2008 will be “tracked vehicles”, 2009 the “year of the Blitz” and 2010 will be the big one for Jeep owners. 
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