THE NATIONAL AMPHIBIAN RALLY AT COROWA, 1987
I had not intended to go to Corowa this year because of the distance (450 miles, return) and the corresponding fuel costs, although I enjoyed myself last year. However Ian Ledwidge was taking a semi-trailer up to pick up a tank hull and offered my vehicle and me a lift which I gratefully accepted.

So, at 0600 hours on Friday, I drove my ford 1-tonner into an empty shipping container at Ian’s Dandenong depot, a fork lift raised it, the driver backed the trailer up and I drove out onto the trailer where the Ford was tied down and soon we were off to Corowa where we arrived about lunch time.

After unloading and setting up camp at the Ball Park ground we set off to load Ian’s tank hull. He had wisely opted to hire a 20-ton crane which duly arrived and loaded the tank. Before leaving, some time was spent relocating another hull into position for another member to gain easier access to it.

However, despite the inevitable delays, we were back at camp in time for the evening meal and the usual VMVC past time of talking, looking and listening. A slide show of the anniversary trip to Normandy rounded off the day, with an expert commentary. Saturday was spent in searching for parts, relaxing and, for some, the obstacle course organized by trip organizer, Col Anderson. Saturday night we enjoyed a delightful hotel meal and later some members tried their luck at the pokies.

Sunday, it was time to pack up and drive home after a terrific weekend of glorious weather, good company and interesting vehicles; and to renew friendships with the members of out NSW sister organization. One enthusiast attending, came from Canada. Although the water-borne activity was reduced this year by the lower number of amphibious vehicles, there was plenty of activity on land.
Thanks to organizer, Col Anderson, for a wonderful and memorable weekend. I am also indebted to Col for the list of participating vehicles as, with vehicles coming and going all the time, it was hard to keep track of them.

Vehicles: 12 Jeeps & 3 trailers, 2 Amphibious Jeeps, 3 Land Rovers & 2 trailers, 2 Dodge ¾ ton Weapons Carriers, Ford truck, Studebaker 6X6 & 1 ½ ton trailer, GMC 6X6, GMC Blitz 6X6, Pontiac Utility, 4 Ferret scout Cars, Kubelwagon, 2 BSA motorcycles, matchless Motor cycle, paratrooper Motor cycle

On static display: Lee tank hull, Ford 15cwt. Blitz
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