COROWA 1997
After an uneventful trip in lovely weather, Luke and I arrived in Corowa just after 1200 hours on Thursday 13th March. Choosing what we thought was an ideal spot, we set up camp, little realizing that we would be right next door to Jarrott’s 24 hour Dodge service centre. The rest of the day was spent socializing etc.

ON Friday, a trip had been arranged to Bright, through the spectacular country this area is famous for. I was lucky enough to be a passenger in Rick Coves 1940 Chev Staff Car, which had been used by General Savage in the dessert campaigns of WW2. Luke rode as a passenger in Ian Jarrott’s Dodge. Rick was not only a good driver: but an excellent guide. He knew every shed, house and farm building that a vehicle or its remains were behind, or in using his uncanny instinct, was able to locate any metal with khaki or green paint anywhere on it as we drove along. After a day lazing in the sun and taking in the sights, we set off for home via Beechworth.

Unfortunately a Dodge had trouble when a newly reconditioned water pump allowed the fan to move forward, destroying the radiator. The vehicle was towed back to camp, where a new pump was obtained from AMVCS member Tom Rolfe and our Glen Stones supplied a usable radiator. After much dismantling and re-assembly, the vehicle was pronounced good enough to tackle the trip home, although overheating problems made this a slow process. It was good to see so many enthusiasts helping with the repairs, including my own Luke. As the repairs were well under control I amused myself watching, having a beer and complaining about the noise (joking of course).
Saturday, we did our usual street parades at Corowa and Rutherglen, with a photo session on the schedule. Later back at camp, the swap met got under way, with many bargains found and missed, in the case of Luke who just missed out on a Blitz driving side door.

Special thanks to Glen and Lyn Stones for this trip, and to Rick Cove and Ian Jarrott for transporting Luke and myself, and to all the other participants for making our stay so memorable.

(Courtesy of Colin Anderson) Vehicles attending:

2 Dodge Power Wagons


1 Dodge Weapons carrier

1 Dodge Ambulance

1 Ford Marmon Herrington Gun Tractor
15+ Jeeps



7 Amphibious Jeeps

2 Chevrolet Staff Cars



1 Holden Staff Car


1 Plymouth Staff Car

Ford 15cwt G/S Truck


1 Chev 3-ton GS Truck

Chev C-60 Blitz

1 Ford 3-ton GS Truck


1 Chev Panel Van


2 Land Rovers

1 GMC




1 Fox Armoured Car


6 Assorted army trailers
1 Harley Motor Cycle



1 (Poor man’s Amphib – Jeep trailer with outboard motor)

Ken Morris VMVC
