25th Annual GPA Swim-In and Military Vehicle Rally

Monday 8th –Sunday 14th March 2004 at Corowa NSW.
After an overwhelming response and lots of enquiries for this years event it was evident that our Swim-In and Military Vehicle Rally could be the biggest yet. It is always difficult to determine numbers but due to the initial interest and enquiries it was estimated that there could be between 100 and 150 vehicles in attendance this year. 

Keith Adam had organized a country rally which left Pheasants Nest on Friday 5th March and traveled through towns such as Temora and Junee and ended up arriving in Corowa on Tuesday 9th March.

Gary and I left Mosman on Monday 8th March and after a few stops arrived in Corowa around 4pm. We were amazed at the number of people and vehicles already present. Notably Dave Argles, John Arnott and Brian Healey with a DUKW and Dodge Ambulance, the Petersens from Newcastle with 2 Blitz’s, The Ratcliffe’s and Burne party with 3 Dodges and numerous other vehicles from other states. After unpacking and a 6pm meeting with 3 representatives from the Rotary Club we went to the nearby Bowling Club for a meal. Once again this club is in liquidation and appears it will be taken over by the local RSL Club to keep it open.

On Tuesday some of the men went over to Albury and Wodonga to check out the Disposal stores and junk yards. We had a quieter day looking at the local shops, setting up the club tent and organizing signage. This years organized club tent ended up being a successful congregation point and information area for participants from all states and was well accepted. There were large interests in new club memberships and in fact we handed out all the membership forms we were given. Peter and Lynda Toohey from Woolgoolga and John Dunlop from Muswellbrook handed back membership forms at Corowa. Later in the afternoon I received a call from Mal Mackay and Marcus who were a short distance from Corowa in a Kenworth with Mal’s GPA and newly acquired DUKW. We organized to meet him at the loading ramp where Manfred Henkel was also unloading his Weapons Carrier. David Mackay and Gary ended up spending the afternoon and early evening at the Empire Hotel in Wahgunyah apparently informing the new owners about the military vehicles and trying to line up a group for Wednesday night’s Schnitzel night. A distress call from David made us aware of the intoxicated state of Gary and himself. Apparently on Saturday another group from our club went over for a drink and ended up in a similar state. [Read on for further information].

Andrew Tostevin from SA had set up radio stations from his beautifully restored Blitz. The 2 BBQ areas were incorporated which enabled some interesting conversations to occur from one area to another including a conversation with the Prime Minister’s Secretary. On Wednesday Dave, Brian and John invited my parents, Gary and I for a Chardonnay cruise in the DUKW up the river. Thanks for the food and wine. James Ratcliffe complained to Dave about being DUKW sick after having a ride later in the week. The DUKW had some fuel problems unfortunately during the week. Mal Mackay looked forward to launching his DUKW for the first time. It had not been in water for 20-25years. Fortunately for Mal the bilge pump saved the vehicle from sinking to the bottom of the Murray and on close inspection it was determined he had leaking valves and bungs were required for further trips in the river. A call from Fred and Marilyn Reeves came late in the afternoon as their Jeep had broken down near Holbrook with a broken gearbox. Kevin Burne and Marcus took Mal’s Surburban and trailer and recovered the Jeep. The next few days were spent fixing the Jeep and it managed to be in the parade on Saturday morning. We organized a group dinner at the Empire Hotel Wahgunyah which ended up being a success and an opportunity for people from Qld and other states to socialize.

Thursday was a big day for registering people in. A number of South Australians had arrived during the night and Doug Dreagar couldn’t wait to launch his Gamma Goat. The last time a Gamma Goat attended Corowa it nearly sank. Doug was very cautious and on its first swim a safety rope was used. We ended the day with a BBQ dinner in the park.

Friday’s activities commenced at 9am with the departure of the trip led by Alan Carpenter to the Howlong Bakery and apparently ending up in Jindera. After morning tea in Howlong  Alan took the convoy towards Albury then turned off on the Bungewanna Rd heading to a property where we were to view some historic aircraft. Unfortunately there was confusion with directions and participants didn’t follow Convoy Procedure so after realizing that some vehicles had not taken the appropriate turn John Hedges drove ahead towards Jindera to inform people that they had missed the turn. Eventually after a while everyone arrived at the property and viewed the aircraft mainly Tiger Moths and other planes built by DeHaviland. Another problem occurred when Alan told people that some people wanted to go to Bandianna and Wodonga rather than going to Jindera. This led to people going their own way. Next year we will organise for AMVCS to lead the Friday trip with proper convoy procedure. Gary and I came back to the Caravan Park and after signing more people in made our way to the river bank and had a ride in the amphibious vehicles. 

On Friday evening I organized the usual pub dinner at the Royal Hotel in Corowa. It is always difficult to estimate the numbers of people and some of the participants put their names on the list at the Information Tent. As we had been given some meal vouchers we decided to draw names prior to arriving at the Hotel and handed out the vouchers for free meals. The night was very successful and the Hotel served probably 150 meals. A few of us ended up at the Globe Hotel later in the evening.

Saturday is always a busy day. Vehicles made their way to line up for the parade which was due to leave at 9.00am. Gary and I tried to sign in further participants who had arrived late on Friday or early Saturday morning and couldn’t believe the number of vehicles lined up for the parade. At 9.00am the Police hadn’t arrived to lead the convoy so John Hedges made a phone call. They had lost my letter which stated the time and details as we require the police to close the bridge to other traffic on our way to Rutherglen and then when we return at 10.30am for our drive through the Corowa main street. Gary and I went ahead of the convoy to video the vehicles coming through Rutherglen. The convoy consisted of 107 vehicles which is the longest convoy of military vehicles we have ever had at Corowa. Unfortunately there was no warning to vehicle drivers to ‘mount up’ so the convoy heading back to Wahgunyah was disjointed. Gary and I wanted to film the convoy going through Corowa and as we approached the bridge it was apparent that the police were not there to assist getting the vehicles across into NSW. Some vehicles in the convoy went through the main street while others turned at the roundabout and went directly towards the Swap Meet. Next year it is possible that the new bridge on the outskirts of town will be open so rather than stick to the traditional drive to Rutherglen for a photo shoot we will just do a parade up the main street of Corowa and hopefully organise a photo shoot at the airport before coming back to Bangerang Park for the Swap Meet. The issue of Public Liability arose this year when I received a letter from the Council requesting details of our Public Liability coverage. After discussions with our Treasurer, Neil Cameron-Smith it was decided to send down a copy of our AMVCS Public Liabilty Insurance. We may have to look into having a ‘host’ club holding the event from 2005.

The Dodge vehicles were lined up across from the Swap Meet which gave an opportunity for plenty of photographs. We ended up with 34 Dodges including some very rare vehicles. Tony Shorten’s 1926 Dodge made up into a 1917 Dodge was one of the biggest attractions and talking point along with Lang Kidby from Qld with the only known Dodge Carryall. There were 21 Weapon’s Carriers, 5 M37’s, 3 6X6, 4 Command cars, 2 Ambulances, 2 Power Wagons, 1 emergency Repair vehicle, 1 WC21, 1 D8A 8cwt and 1 D20 Van. Once again we were fortunate to have Tamara Whitsed from ‘Truckin Life’ with us to do a story. She did a number of interviews with vehicle owners and we look forward to reading her article in a few months. The Corowa Rotary Club came to our rescue after the Lion’s club let us down with catering at the last minute. They provided a great BBQ lunch in Bangerang Park. Keith Webb was unable to attend this year’s event but after negotiations he organized for us to sell ‘Year of the Studebaker’ videos and DVD’s and also a DVD he has made of the Tyabb Airshow. The Swap Meet was very well attended by sellers and buyers and each year appears to become more well known. We were able to get a final count of participating vehicles in this years event after some help from Carol Foulkes of Lake Macquarie. Gwenda Ross spent most of the day writing out participation certificates which Keith Webb had kindly produced. Gary and I then spent the afternoon sorting out certificates and handing them out. The final count was 120 vehicles which is a record for this event. There were many people who didn’t bring a vehicle who possibly could have but you can still have a great time without having a vehicle. Mike Cecil, Curator of Military Technology at the Australian War Memorial was in attendance with a 1999 Bushmaster IMV which created a large amount of interest and discussions. 

On Saturday afternoon many people flocked to the river to watch the amphibious vehicles and have a swim in the lagoon. The people with speed boats apparently didn’t like having other vehicles in the river but it was good to see the large number of amphibious vehicles making use of the river. Rick Shearman from SA had only just collected his DUKW from Bandianna so it didn’t go into the river this year but I am sure it will be another one for next year. We had 4 DUKW’s and 4 GPA’s at the event this year which is excellent. Mitchell Groves had a vapourising fuel problem in Reg Butler’s GPA so David Mackay came to his rescue and towed him out of the river to a huge cheering crowd. While these activities were occurring the Ratcliffe crew including Peter Doyle were also involved in drinking activities over at the Empire Hotel at Wahgunyah and ended up in participating in some celebrations at a Hen’s Party. Some unnamed person agreed to swap his underpants for a g-string while another member of this party decided he needed another wife and proposed to the hen while another party member tripped down the front step of the hotel and sprained his ankle. I am sure the proprietor of the hotel had his biggest earnings for alcohol sales during our stay.

On Saturday evening the Rotary club also did the catering for our evening meal. We are the biggest group they have ever catered for and put on a substantial dinner so we have already booked them for next year. They were extremely well organized and had plenty of food. Once again this is difficult for us to give numbers of people attending the function prior to the Saturday night. I had a guess earlier in the week and we ended up with meals for about 230 people. I appreciate those people who were able to give us plenty of notice they would be attending. John Hedges was Master of Ceremonies and as usual did a great job. Some things are planned ahead of time and other things are more spontaneous and it is good to have a function such as this to bring people together. I was humbled and surprised when Roger Ross made a speech and presentation of a gift for the continued organization towards the Swim-In to Gary and myself. He followed this with a presentation and gift to my parents, Barbara and Hugh for their help and support throughout the year. Herb Farlow won an award for traveling the furtherest. He drove 2439 km in his Blitz from Mt Isa.

With money raised from last year and a donation from the Caravan Park we were able to subsidize a portion of the cost of the meals. Over the past 12 months I had been looking around for things such as videos, DVD’s etc for raffle prizes. There were approximately 50 raffle prizes. Thanks to the following for donations Tooles Disposals, Royal Hotel, Australian War Memorial, Russ Johnson, Ian Thorburn, Neil Goodrich, Bruce McCann, Phil Rider, Barbara Thompson, Maureen Bell, Jeep Action Magazine and many others for raffle prizes and auction goods. Kevin Burne organized the goods for the auction and Bay Kelly was our auctioneer. They both did a fabulous job. Thanks to Barbara Thompson for recording all the prices and Gary Langridge for collecting the money. Carol Foulkes, Jenny Chapman and Maureen Bell were our raffle ticket sellers and did an excellent job also in modeling clothing donated to the auction. For the records the highest prices paid were $90 for the Royal Hotel clock and $50 for a female wartime advertising poster. Other things auctioned were clothing, ammunition boxes, bottles of Port, vehicle parts etc. Considering it was ‘Year of the Dodge’ it was decided to put the names of all the Dodge participants into a bucket and drew 3 prizes from this. Bruce Doughty, Ron Sutton and Dave Argles were the prize winners. We had a special presentation to Andrew and Diane Miles who have managed the Caravan Park for the past 5 years and have decided to retire but will be remaining in Corowa. The evening was a great success and it was finally decided that 2005 will be ‘The Year of the Carrier’. John Arnott is interested in coordinating a Guinness Book of Record attempt for the greatest number in a parade. If you know of any people who may be interested in bringing their Bren Gun Carrier to Corowa please let us know.

Most people headed for home on Sunday. For Gary and I it was a chance to wind down after the busy week. We visited some wineries and on Sunday night a number of us went to the Corowa RSL for their $14.50 3-course carvery night. We all ended up with $3 to spend on the pokies. Gary and I ended up with the jackpot which we put towards the rest of our holiday as we headed to Echuca for 2 nights and stayed with Barrie Goodrick, Wagga for 1 night and Yass for 2 nights where we stayed with John Hedges before arriving back in Sydney on Saturday. 

We met a number of new participants and gained some new AMVCS members. It was pleasing to see the effort that some people had gone to in making the journey down south. Namely Trevor Boyle with 3 of his vehicles and Ian Ratcliffe, Dave Argles, Mal Mackay, Peter Kunz, Alan Carpenter[Vic], Ron Sutton [Qld], Darrin Wright [Vic], Kelvin Baxter and John Belfield [Vic] with 2 vehicles each.

Overall throughout the week there were large contingents of vehicles and representatives from Qld, S.A,

Tasmania and Victoria with the largest percentage being from of our AMVCS membership.

Due to the number of vehicles we were expecting this year we decided to have participant numbers for each vehicle and register every vehicle in. This will now be done each year as it is a good way to keep track of numbers of vehicles and for us to build up a contacts list of participants. The event had been a great success and I have already started planning for next year. Thanks to everyone who assisted with this year’s event. If anyone is interested in assisting to organise the event please let me know.

Vehicle List:

34 Dodges


42 Jeeps


11 Blitz’s


5 Studebakers

4 GPA’s


4 DUKW’s


1 folding BSA pushbike
3 Land Rovers


1 Reo Prime Mover

1 Fargo



1 Haflinger


1 Gamma Goat

1 Ford Mutt


1 Pontiac Ute


1 BSA sidecar Motorcycle
1 Austin Champ

1 Delta Landcruiser

1 IMZ M72 Motorcycle
2 WLA’s


1 Ferret Scout Car

1 Zundapp Motorcycle

1 Izuzu Truck


1 Bushmaster
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