COROWA 1989
This is the 50th Anniversary of the Blitz and the 10th year of Corowa “Swim-Ins”. The original concept decided, I understand, by Ian Grieve of Queensland and Allan Newton of  SA with input from others such as former AMVCS member Peter Short who drove his newly assembled Amphib from Sydney and return. Allan Newton spent a week or so at Corowa before others arrived, finishing (or I think it was actually starting) his amphib restoration. A lot of silastic was used but float ad run it did. That same craft was back this year trailered from Queensland by Peter Frazer and accompanied by members of the MJC of Queensland. Peter is doing a re-restoration of the GPA and took advantage of some fresh water to find a couple of small leaks in the hull.

Three other GPA’s attended including Reg Buttler’s. Another GPA with south Australian rego appeared and disappeared so quickly I thought it was an illusion but I have it on good authority that another had surfaced west of Sydney. Apparently vehicle goes, swims and does all that a GPA can be expected to do and is soon to be on club plates! Moe info as it comes to hand.

All up count of vehicles reached 50 military and would have to be the best turn out yet. Several Blitz’s made their first appearance and included Victorian Member Bruce Wiltshires Monkey Face in camo and hanging a limber out the back, Kevin Brown provided a self propelled amphibious Land Rover trailer, though I did notice a couple of swimmers overtake it. Hugh Thompson had a couple of WW2 Life Rafts available just in case. Colin Anderson had a Bren carrier and Jeep on WW2 Pontoon trailer behind his QL Bedford. Looked good too.
The street parade was organized for 10am and went off well. Keith Adam has a good video of that taken in town. Late Sunday a VMVC member brought along his pride and joy, just out of the farmers chook shed, a very original champ. Might see that net year.

On Friday night an EMSA concert was organized with volunteers and conscripts doing small items. I wonder if Maggie Mottram has overcome her love for Jerry can yet? The concert was well received by all (except one) and much embarrassment was appreciated.

Credits: production by Maggie, lighting Colin Anderson and Tim Vibert, stage courtesy Ian Styles (1942 Stake Side 2 ½ ton Ford)
Much more happened in corners etc, several Sydney members were seen in various staff cars, cunningly disguised as modern cars and one Hillston member was seen as a member of the French underground traveling by Citroen (no Greenpeace in Corowa though). Incidentally we had a bit of a look at Corowa and were surprised at the cleanliness of this little town, apparently there have been some 500 new jobs there and Wahgunyah recently with a pig breeding and processing facility and Uncle Tobys.

Dinner was organized at the Bowling Club Bistro on Saturday night. Where do you find a Bowling Club with a Bistro to seat a couple of hundred and a dining room, 263 poker machines and 7 greens. Not in Sydney, that’s for sure. Beautiful, all thanks to the Mexicans and their love of Bandits! One official told me they had 900 booked to play bowls over Easter.
Roll on next year.

Tom Rolfe
