23RD ANNUAL SWIM-IN AND MILITARY VEHICLE RALLY COROWA 2002 

YEAR OF THE BLITZ
Once again perfect Autumn weather which we come to expect for “Corowa”. Vehicles started arriving earlier this year and by Wednesday night, many khaki vehicles with tents and caravans were in evidence. On Thursday the DUKW’s and the GPA’s were soon in the Murray River, with wives shopping or visiting wineries.

Friday was a trip to Mulwala for army vehicles. The DUKW’s and GPA’s swam their way down the river and returned by road. We enjoyed a visit to an excellent museum at Mulwala, with lunch on the Yarrawonga foreshore. The return trip was broken up by a visit to a huge collection of vintage farm tractors at Bundalong. By this time the caravan park was filling rapidly.

The popular Friday night pub dinner was well attended and enjoyed by all. Everyone’s peaceful sleep was shattered at 6.30 on Saturday morning by a bugler. Not once but four times!!! Don’t know who he was but I hope someone rammed the #@!*!!#* bugle down his throat!!

Then came the enormous task of marshalling 100 vehicles for the convoy to Rutherglen in Victoria where they parked on a quiet stretch of road for a photo session. Then back to Corowa and a street parade finishing up at Bangerang Park for the swap meet which attracted a big crowd. Many thanks to the NSW Police who did a great job regulating traffic to get our big convoy safely across the single land bridge and back again. The BBQ on Saturday evening saw certificates awarded to Blitz entrants. Also thank you to the organizers, Jan Thompson, John Hedges, Keith Webb and others who made ‘year of the Blitz’ such a success and surely a record. A raffle and auction followed. “Corowa always seems very laid back and to most people it just happened.” Not so, believe me it took many hours by Jan and team to organize this safe and interesting event. Military vehicle collecting seems to be on the increase as the number of vehicles this year has doubled any previous year.
Entrants came from as far away as QLD, SA, ACT, Vic and many parts of NSW. Next year, 2003, is the year of the Studebaker tactical army truck, 6X6. Once used in great numbers by the Australian Army.

Vehicles attending:

34 Blitz’s



35 Jeeps



3 GPA’s,

4 Motor cycles



1 Studebaker



2 Accos

1 FWD




1 Inter 1510



1 MH Ford Gun Tractor

1 Ford Soft top


3 Land Rovers



1 Land Rover truck

1 Austin 10



1 Toyota FFR



1 White Scout Car

1 Chev Van



1 F100 Van



3 Dodge Weapons Carriers

1 Dodge Command Car

1 Dodge Power Wagon

7 Trailers

Col Anderson VMVC
