COROWA 1991
The time of the year to head south had arrived again. Originally 5 vehicles were heading off on Thursday but Warwick and Carol Lord got word that there was a sale at Bandiana on Thursday so they left early to attend this in their LWB Landy Ambulance. Dave Brown and Jan in Landy, John Town, Bob McCann, Phil Rider and boys in Phil’s new “X” army F250 and Di and Tom in 1938 Plymouth rolled down the expressway to Goulburn for breakfast. No real problems except for carby flooding and a condenser dying in the 38 Plymouth. 

We poked along at average 40-45 which put us in Corowa about 5pm. Geoff Denniss and Warwick were there and set up and Tim Vibert brought his new Kaiser Wrecker to help put up the new tent he had to use and was prepared to sell. In the absence of instruction some (?) difficulty was encountered in erection and Tim was given many suggestions (all which he ignored). The finished article was dubbed a “Military Gazebo” or could have done duty as a Budgie aviary cover, being about 6 foot across the hexagonal sides and about 8 foot in the centre. It would be very handy if you had to camp on a hill as the tent had adjustable side poles to cater for uneven surface.
Tim still has a couple for sale if you, would like one or two. Further entertainment was provided by Maureen and Brain Bell as they put up their new tent for the first time on Friday. They had brought down one of the 3 GPA’s to attend, on their new trailer. Reg Butler and Mitchell his grandson, brought their GPA Down and incidentally were awarded the best attendants prize. There was another GPA formerly owned by a Victorian club member and which had been sold just before the swim-in we understand. The range of vehicles gets larger each year it seems, between 30 and 40 vehicles were in the parade to Rutherglen and Corowa.
After the parade there was a swap meet with lots of stuff available in GMC and Studebaker bits, early Twin Vickers machine gun mounts used as anti aircraft guns, Bren Boxes, tents, lots of clothing, Blitz radiator, GPA parts and so on. One club member has succeeded in getting home with a White Scout Car engine! On a box trailer and towed behind a Citroen, back to Hillston, in mid west NSW! Glad it was you Jenny and John!

Attending the rally were 2 couples from Holland who have taken part in the rallies held in Europe where they can muster 22 DUKW’s and GPA. Quite a sight. They were camped in a low patch of the ground and Thursday night we had a ripper storm, thunder, lightening, hail and all, which entered their tent. I’d have thought they would build a Dyke around themselves. They were nice couples though and had adjusted well to wandering around, a can in the hand and said that they will be back in 5 years.

Ian, Darlene and Matthew were also down and this was Matthew’s 3rd rally in about 4 months and all the way by Dodge Weapons Carrier. It was Darlene’s birthday on Friday so we helped to celebrate at the Wahgunyah Hotel. Saturday night we again crossed the Murray to Rutherglen for a night of food and frolic at Glen stone’s shed, Maggie Mottram’s melodramas entertained with conscripts “volunteering their services” (A tutu and wig does wonders for one of our smaller member, although not much if you are 15 stone Mitchell). We took only 3 vehicles over for transport home and had not a sight of the law. Nothing surer though if we didn’t take this precaution we’d run into the local constabulary.
We went further down along the Murray in the Plymouth and were introduced to a guy who has restored rare vehicles of the 1920’s including Flint, Earl, Marmon, Reo from heaps of scrap. Nearby was a garage which had a Jeep on a trailer and the owner showed me a couple of others they are to restore plus an Aussie trailer, FMC#4 and 3 Austin 7 vintage racing cars. When we traveled back towards Sydney off the main roads, there were a couple of vehicles that we could look at next year before or after Corowa. What is the date Col? See you all afain then.

Members attending were Tim Vibert, Ian Styles, John Mackie, Geoff Denniss, Reg Butler, Terry Oakley, Phil Rider, John Town, Bob McCann, Peter Hart, Warwick Lord, Ian Ratcliffe, Di and Tom Rolfe, Don Campbell, Dave Brown, Jan Thompson, Brian & Maureen Bell, Mike Cecil, Tony Edwards, Lyle Gardiner, Kevin Burne.

Colin Anderson again made a list of prizes. Recipients included a new pair of pants for Don Campbell and a nice bit of skirt for one of the Victorian boys, a nice white nurses uniform for Warwick to go with his ambulance.
Thanks to Glen Stones and his wife again for the use of his shed (How come it stays clean Glen?)
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