Corowa 2006

It’s become bit of an annual pilgrimage, so after a hectic day on personal business in Wellington, country NSW on Thursday, I headed south to attend the 2006 Corowa “Swim –in”. After a 4am start to the day, I was getting tired by 5pm and found a delightful camp spot at Koorawatha Falls, just south of Cowra. 

An early morning cuppa and I was on my way, and met up with Carl Flannery, Neil Goodridge, Dave Clair, Jimmy Head and Brian Beasley at the Bandianna army museum at Wodonga. If you have never been there, put it on the itenary, as the museum has a great collection of military vehicles, including a fantastic jeep in very original WW2 condition. Lots of Land Rovers, a DUKW, a LARC, staff cars, RAEME mobile workshops, mobile kitchens, ambulances etc, as well as cannon, uniforms etc. Well worth the $5 admission charge.
Followed Neil in his truckload of Jeep parts (for the Saturday swap meet) to Corowa where we settled in to our cabin at the Ball Park Caravan Park, and met up with a few old friends and fellow WW2 Jeep Club members including John and Monica Swane and John Cooper and Ruth, as well as Graham “Wash” Shaw and his mate Davo from Melbourne. The Park was full of the usual contingent of WW2 military vehicles, and their owners swapping yarns and downing a few cleansing ales.

Neil, Carl and I headed for the nearby sports Club to make sure the beers were worth drinking, and after a return to the park to have a look around, we returned to the club that night for an excellent feed and a few more sherberts. The braised steak and onions we all had made for an interesting night back in the cabin.
The Saturday parade was due to start at 9am, and despite being offered a lift in a Series 1 Land Rover, I had already accepted an offer from Maureen Bell to drive her ex Blue Mountains Bushfire Brigade Jeep in the parade. The Mountain Man decided it was all to much, so let Carl drive his Jeep, and the others scrounged lifts in various vehicles with the usual friendly mob who drive ex-military machines.

A total of just over 120 vehicles entered the official parade through Corowa and assembled at the Corowa Airport. A very interesting WW1 replica T-model Ford led the parade, followed by the Scout Cars, being the Year of the Scout Car. A half dozen White Scout cars participated, including one half track, as well as a number of more unusual vehicles such as the Porcupine and a British Dingo. A large number of jeeps attended,as well as Blitzes, Dodges of various types, a Champ, Andy McFarlands Cinema van, a Humber Snipe staff car, various motor bikes and various other makes and models. I’m sure the AMVCS will issue a list in the near future.
Following the parade, a swap meet was held in the park adjacent the Caravan Park, and the number of stalls seems to be growing each year. Neil was kept busy catering to the needs of the Jeep enthusiasts looking for a swap meet bargain.

Following a meal at a nearby pub, we managed to get back to the Caravan Park to participate in the Auction, led entertainingly by the usual auctioneer (and Blitz owner) Bay Kelly. A few bargains were snapped up, including a very original enamel sign by Brian Beazley (after a few pushes and shoves from the Jeep mob around him).

A few more laughs and a couple more drinks back in the cabin brought the night to a close. Carl and Neil had to do a few “Marathon” deliveries before hitting the Yowie Bay Hilton on Sunday night, so a 4.30 am morning call saw most of us up and ready to head home. 
2007 is year of the Staff Car and Bike, so dust off your Kubelwagen in the back shed and see you next year.

Shorty

