32nd Annual GPA Swim-In and Ex-Military Vehicle Gathering: Year of the British and European Vehicles

Corowa, NSW. Monday 14th to Sunday 20th March 2011.

After our largest gathering of ex-military vehicles at Corowa in March 2010 with Year of the Jeep where we had 266 vehicles and 180 theme vehicles I didn’t expect that our event this year would be as large. With 220 preregistered participants including people with and without vehicles I anticipated approx 180 vehicles. Our final tally was 193. "The Year of the British and European Vehicles" was almost immediately renamed as "The year of the Landfill and Towed Vehicle"
Landfill = Landrover
Towed = Unreliable British made

Over the past few months people had suffered from floods, cyclones and other natural disasters and I was amazed at the response of people in these areas. Corowa had also experienced floods and we were hoping our participants would still be able to find areas to camp. Tim and Tabitha from the Jump Shak were recently completely flooded through the building. 

We are now attracting military vehicle enthusiasts from throughout the world and they are planning their visit to Australia to coincide with the Swim-In. This year we had some people from the UK, America and New Zealand. Clark Ross came over from Christchurch for the first time in 2010 and was one of the first to preregister for 2011. Murray and Karen Oben came over again from New Zealand. From the UK we had Richard Farrant, James Shopland and Mike Stallwood. Colin Jones from SA contacted me a couple of weeks prior and suggested we ask Mike to give a talk on his purchase of 16 Stuart tanks from Brazil and fortunately Mike was agreeable. Richard had organised to arrive in Sydney and travel down with me on Saturday 12th March. He has attended 4 of our Swim-Ins from 1996 and the last time he was here was in 2001. Carl Barredo and Paul Brooks attended once again from America.

Thanks to all the people who preregister as this gives us an idea of the number of packs we need to put together, badges, stickers and other information to make your stay enjoyable. After receiving the Entry forms over the past 12 months I have met and had contact with many very interesting people. It is always good when I can actually put a face to a name. This year we received vouchers from local businesses and also businesses in Mulwala and Yarrawonga. We hope to focus on this again for 2012. The Chocolate and Whisky Factory were originally going to hold an event there for us but after some staffing changes we asked them for hot drink vouchers. Fortunately they came to the party and many of the participants used these. It was the best venue in town to get a Hot Chocolate from.

Upon arrival in Corowa there were already people camped at Ball Park Caravan Park and the Corowa Airport. Rick Cove trundled in with his 1916 Albion which is on show at Army Museum Bandiana. It took him 2 ½ hours to drive across from Bandiana with a few minor problems on the way, like a cracked exhaust pipe, horn falling apart and a solid wheel on the front right started to break up. We enjoyed a meal on the Saturday night at the Corowa Jump Shak. Tim and Tabitha always look forward to our presence in town.

On Sunday morning we set up the Site Office which is provided by the Corowa Shire and collected items we have stored at the Corowa Airport. There were more arrivals on Sunday especially those wanting their prime camping positions at our 2 main locations. With the water level up higher this year there was lots of activity on the river especially speed boats and water skiers. The boat ramp and lagoon areas had gone through some major changes over the past few months and it was safer for boats and amphibious vehicles this year.  A few of us ended up at the Corowa RSL for their Sunday evening carvery.

On Monday morning we received information that Jim Bennie had passed away earlier in the day with septicemia after being hospitalized from December with a suspected spider bite. Bay Kelly’s partner, Lyn Uhlmann has also passed away a couple of days before. By 6pm 52 vehicles has registered in at the Site Office. We had a number of Landrovers, F60L Cab 12 Blitz, Welbike, Jeeps, Nash Staff Car, pushbike, Haflinger, Inter, Pinzgauer, Studebaker, Moke, Zundapp Motorcycle, VW Kubelwagon, BSA motorcycle, Vixen Scout Car and a Triumph Motorcycle. We received a visit from a photographer from the Border Morning Mail and he was very interested in Col Brown’s Vixen. Col had to pose in various ways for the photographer and after seeing him get in and out of the Vixen it is not like your every day vehicle. An enjoyable meal was had at the local Italian Restaurant. They donated a voucher for our Auction.

This year we kept the program of events more open on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. People were able to visit the Army Museum, Tooles Disposals, Antique shops etc at their leisure. On Tuesday it was a good time for wine tasting. A car load of us visited a few wineries and made a few purchases. Doug Greville was spotted in Ball Park driving around on his Kettenkrad. There were many people who took interest in this vehicle as we had never had one attend Corowa before.

Pfiefers Winery provided a voucher for our packs so Tony Elliott, Dave Argles, Brian Healey, Glenn Cairncross and I decided to take a visit to Pfiefers for lunch on Wednesday. We purchased some cheese platters and sat on the bridge at Pfiefers and exchanged some stories. Kendall Chubb from the Corowa Shire visited Ball Park on Wednesday afternoon. She was amazed at what she saw and who she was introduced to. Rick Cove, KVE President made sure she got a feel of what we are all about. Prior to the event we were required to complete Risk Assessments and Kendall assisted us with this. At that time she asked for participants to complete a Survey. It was for the Corowa Shire Council to gain a more thorough understanding and appreciation of the economic value this event brings to the township of Corowa. Many thanks to those participants who completed and returned the information. When Kendall looked at all our Publicity items on the notice boards she was amazed at the number of times she saw the word ‘Corowa’. Our event has put the town on the map. 

Thursday was the first official trip to Oaklands and Berrigan. Alison Jess from the ABC in Albury came over during the day and did a story which involved her being in Col Brown’s Vixen.  A video can be seen on http://www.abc.net.au/local/videos/2011/03/18/3167301.htm.

The drive was longer than expected to Oaklands after the trip leader took us a different way to what was on the map. We arrived at the Oaklands Central School and the children were given a brief talk on the military vehicles before being allowed to walk around and sit in them. A short distance from the school was Pentarch Defence. We were met by a guard at the gate and escorted to the main site.  Closed in shoes and long pants were the dress code and cameras were allowed so there were some interesting photos to be taken. Pentarch Defence management and administration team are based in Melbourne and manufacturing and processing operations are conducted at Oaklands and Wallerawang in NSW. 
Work carried out at Oaklands included the following operations; 

· Disposing of ammunition by breakdown method, separating components into constituent materials, achieving maximum recycling opportunity and minimal environmental impact 


Recycling and refurbishing of common types of Australian Defence Force ammunition packaging, which has created employment opportunities in Australia and reduced costs to the Commonwealth and the need for imported packaging 


Distributing imported manufactured ammunition into Australia 

 We were divided into 3 groups and our tour guides provided us with information on different parts of the facility. There were more women than men employed there.

We continued to Berrigan to a hotel for lunch. The Hotel had put aside a room for us and we chose between roast or fish. Joe Cottam joined us and then took us past 2 of the local schools so the children could see the vehicles prior to arriving at his engineering factory. Cottam Engineering manufacture and repair components for Agricultural, Earth Moving and Mining industries. They specialise in gearcutting – design and manufacture of gearboxes and gearbox overhauls. Gearcutting of spur, helical and internal gears that can be machined up to 1.5m diameter. Modify existing drive gearboxes and drive trains. Most of their work entails gearbox manufacture and one-of products and modifications. They are situated in Corcoran Street, Berrigan NSW. Cottam Engineering was formed in 1978 as a private manufacturing and repair company. The present site was purchased in 1981 and developed into a practical and productive machine shop with separate welding shop - a total factory area of 720 sq metres. Joe is a qualified Fitter and Machinist / Welder with forty years experience in diesel engineering, earth-moving equipment and general engineering with a total hands-on approach to all business activities and training of apprentices and has earned a high level of respect in his time in the industry. He formed the business in rented premises, on his own in 1978 and celebrated 30 years in business in 2008.  Joe designed, built and operates the Modified Pulling Tractor “Riverina Screamer”. He has been involved with Modified Tractor Pulling for 24 years. Joe started up some of his toys which was appreciated by all who attended. Thanks to Robin and Greg Stephens for the ride in their Jeep to Oaklands and Sophia Oldenmenger for the ride back. In the evening a number of us attended a MLU Forum dinner at Fairies Bistro in the Old Empire Hotel at Wahgunyah. It was an enjoyable night.

The trip on Friday to Tocumwal and North Tuppal Station was led by Tony Elliott. Tony had corresponded with Bruce Atkinson and he organised with Tim Scriven to visit prior to our event. Unfortunately Tony was looking forward to taking his Blitz but he had a problem with condensation inside the distributer cap. He had no time to investigate the problem at the time so caught a ride. In June 2010 on the ABC’s Landline program there was a story the 145 year old shearing shed which has 72 shearing stands. It clocked up more than 3 million sheep in its first 10 years and is still one of the largest and best designed sheds in Australia. The famous woolshed, now part of North Tuppal, is an icon of the Riverina not only for its size but because it was the first shearing shed in Australia to move away from blade shearing by installing shearing machines. Original parts of the shed were built around 1864, but the large shearing board and massive yards were added in 1900 and it is still used for an annual shearing by the station owner Bruce Atkinson. The 72 stands were set up with 44 stands on one side, two groups of 14 on the other side and the wool race in between. This meant that no fleece had to be carried more than 25 metres to ensure more careful handling of the wool and enabled the boss to tell at a glance what everyone in the shed was doing. Shearers were also expected to handle the wool carefully, and shearing stands were placed 1.8 metres apart (six feet) instead of the usual 1.5 metres (5 feet). Other unique features include the walls of the shearing board were boarded right up to the shafting, so sheep had no view of the machinery or movements on the board, double catching pen doors which swung both ways, and excellent light and ventilation. With a shoot from each shearing stand, some sheep were forced to jump over the belt of the steam engine to get to holding yards. Bruce Atkinson’s wife Shane provided us with a talk upon arrival and we were then able to view the property. Colin Young decided to take his tilt tray truck to Tocumwal in case someone had a problem with a vehicle and on the way back a Jeep required transportation back to Corowa. After the visit we made our way back to Tocumwal where some people had lunch and did some local sightseeing including Chrysties Motor Museum. I was happy to get back to Corowa to see how things were at both the Airport and Ball Park. 

At the airport a number of stalls had been set up and were trading so people had ample opportunities to purchase goods they may have been seeking. Thanks to Graham Shirley from AAVA in taking Craig’s children, Matthew and Alison on a ride in his Saladin. Craig and I were fortunate to have a ride in Manfred’s Kubelwagon while watching Keith Webb filming the FV 436 down by the Murray River. (The vehicle had a faulty starter and a few times a Humber 1 ton truck tow started it). We then followed up by going for a ride in Mitch Groves GPA. Thanks guys for these experiences. The water level in the Murray River was up this year and it was great to see 3 GPA’s in the water. A number of people were down by the river watching the GPA’s in the water and other vehicles driving along the tracks. Hopefully in 2012 the water level will be high as we are hoping to have some DUKW’s for Year of the 6x6. As this event was initially set up in 1980 for amphibious vehicle owners, we need to recognise these vehicles.  Over the past few years, there has been a decline in the number of amphibs attending Corowa. Now this could be due to several factors, low water level in the Murray for several years, some vehicles being sold overseas and this year, natural disasters affecting some areas and States of Australia. In order to encourage amphibious vehicle owners to bring their vehicles to Corowa, it has been suggested that maybe the owners themselves could perhaps say what they would like to do and to discuss it with the organisers. One idea is to allocate a time in the day's events, when amphibs would go into the river, so spectators would be aware of when to go and watch, for instance from 3.00PM on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, which would allow no one to miss them. It is hoped that in 2012, the river level will still be good and that we might have some DUKW's come along as well.

On Friday night Tim and Tabitha at the Corowa Jump Shak put on a delicious Gourmet BBQ. In all they fed 122 people successfully prior to our guest speakers talking on 2 completely different subjects. John Oldenmenger gave a drivers briefing to parade participants explaining how the vehicles would be lined up prior to the parade and upon arrival at the airport where they would be parked. Unfortunately we didn’t have information prior to the event relating to Council’s expectations and requirements so John tried to put the message across that a guide would be required to be in place for vehicle movement after the parade. As we are now more aware we will be able to inform people so next year people should be more understanding. Some of the marshals were abused when people wanted to leave the airport and had to follow instructions. If we didn’t provide marshals all vehicles would have been required to stay at the airport until 4pm. 

Mike Stallwood from the UK organised a talk with projected photos on his purchase of 16 Stuart tanks from Brazil. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meuzLhc0w6c has some great footage and photos. Mike of RR Motor Services almost single-handedly extracted 16 M3 Stuart light tanks from Brazil, and took them to the UK. The tanks formed part of a consignment gifted to Brazil by the US Army between 1942 and 1945. Some 30 years ago, 40 of those remaining were sold as surplus to a Brazilian businessman who, although there wasn’t the interest in vintage military vehicles that there is now (and none at all in Brazil), recognised their potential as historical artifacts. In the intervening years, some were disposed of but, in September 2007, Mike received a tip-off that there might be a number left. Within 10 days, he was on a plane to Brazil. On the spot, Mike committed to purchasing every tank that was still available, five M3s with nine-cylinder radial Guiberson diesel engines - which are very rare (only 1285 were manufactured) and 11 M3A1s with seven-cylinder Continental radial engines. It was a challenge to complete the paperwork which took almost a year and then came the logistic nightmare of actually moving the tanks. In August 2008 Mike flew out to Brazil with nothing in his luggage except loading straps and chains. With the help of a couple of farm laborers, a hired teleporter, much sweat and not a little blood, he loaded the 16 tanks (each of which weighs around 14 tons) plus 60 tons of associated spares into 10 containers. Shipping delays meant that it wasn’t until 17 October 2008 that all the containers were safely unloaded in RR Motor Services yard and Mike could reflect on the operation. "I’m highly delighted. The more I look round these tanks, the more I realise that, apart from this being a personal coup and one of the biggest adventures of my life, I don’t think anyone is going to find 16 WW2 tanks of this ilk again. The first two we’ve tried have run and I’m hopeful that the majority of these tanks will work without major surgery, but if it is necessary I have two spare diesel engines, 11 spare petrol engines, and tons of spares."

Mike has attended lots of auctions of military vehicles both in Australia and overseas. It was a pleasure to meet him. Hugh Davis and Charlie Anderson ended the night’s festivities with information and photos from the TRACKERS 2010 – MILITARY VEHICLE RUN from Nerang to Alice Springs. 

Saturday is the main day of events within Corowa. Participants are always enthusiastic about being in the local ‘drive to the airport’. Most people had signed in upon arrival at Corowa during the week. There are some people who arrive first thing on Saturday morning just in time for the parade. John Oldenmenger organised all the marshals and worked out where each vehicle category would be lined up so the parade could commence at 9am. Sarah Bush and I signed the last participants in. This included a Stalwart which had been driven up by Graham Arkle from near Geelong. The owner made new higher ratio gears for the transfer box to increase the road speed for an impending drive around the country. This is an early model of the Stalwart Mk.1 and therefore was not fitted with a winch. It has been converted to LPG, but the system was freezing on the long run from Geelong and the small petrol reserve tank had to be used. After having the transfer box gears changed, it can now cruise at 65mph. Another modification has been done, where the rear wheel station drives can be disengaged when required, giving the option of 6x4 wheel drive, which reduces the transmission wind-up and improves performance on the road. This is the first Stalwart to be at Corowa. The Stalwart, is a high mobility amphibious load carrier, built by Alvis for the British Army. The vehicles' capabilities were considered ideal for resupplying units in the field. Other British post war armour included two Alvis Saracen Personnel Carriers, an Alvis Saladin Armoured Car, Daimler Ferret Scout Cars, the Vixen and a FV436. The British Guy Quad-Ant field artillery tractor owned by Ian Styles was immaculately restored. There was also a Fordson WOT1, originally an airfield crash tender, but now with a platform body, a Bedford QL, a Humber FV1600 series 1 ton truck, a number of Austin Champs and an ex-Australian Army Leyland Moke. The Land Rover owners were hoping to have more Land Rovers this year than Jeeps. 49 Land Rovers were registered into the event this year. Unfortunately there we still 62 Jeeps. European vehicles included: a Kettenkrad, 3 BMW sidecars, Volkswagon, Kübelwagen, 2 Unimogs, 3 Haflingers, Swiss army pushbike, Pinzgauer, and 3 Zundapp motorcycle and sidecars. The ‘drive through town’ was led by the FV 436 and Rick Cove followed in his Albion. The Rotary Club of Corowa organised the Swap Meet once again. 

The Council organised for a cherry picker so we could get an aerial photo of the lineup of vehicles. Not quite as impressive as last year but it included some very rare and different vehicles. Some people probably found bargains at the swap meet. I ended up purchasing a set of Jeep earrings from Fiona Shearman who had a jewelry stall.  Her stall was very successful (especially for the females who attended). The Rotary Club did a roaring trade with sausage sandwiches, drinks etc. On the program we had a Model Show. As it was a last minute activity there were only a few items on display in the Terminal building. Scott Rough wants to expand on this in 2012 and involve more of the local children. There may also be an opportunity for local children to present artwork. The Eurokhana was held during the afternoon and we are going to try and have it located more central to the other activities.

During the afternoon people had a chance to talk with fellow collectors, go for rides in the river and test out their vehicles in some of the mud patches. Along the riverbank there are some good areas to test out the vehicles. I had the opportunity to go in Glen Burne’s Jeep with Shane Mitchell driving. Along with a few other vehicles including a Dodge, 2 Land Rover’s and another Jeep we were able to test the driving skills and recovery skills of various vehicle owners. Unfortunately this year a number of people departed Corowa after the Swap Meet on Saturday afternoon. This was more noticeable at the Airport.

The final activity on our program for Saturday was the auction and presentations. Roy Monte, a local stock agent and auctioneer did the auction this year. Each bidder was given a bidding number and this was a more successful way of running the auction. The best items were Sky Dive voucher donated by the Corowa Jump Shak, banner donated by Tony Dwyer and a Back to The Track medal board donated the estate of Maureen Bell. Bob Cameron purchased the Tandem Sky Dive for $350, Tim Scriven purchased the Limited Edition Back To the Track medal Board for $400 and Manfred Henkel purchased the banner which had his Kubelwagon on it. The presentations were done half way through the night. Rick had organised some plaques for people who had assisted with the event. Recipients included Corowa Jump Shak, Ball Park Caravan Park, Corowa Shire, Rotary Club of Corowa, Tony Elliott, Roy Monte and Ali Webb for the logo design. 

Each of the participant packs contained a Voting Form and this is the way we determine the Award Winners. Thanks for those people who submitted their forms by Midday on Saturday.

1.Mal Mackay Memorial Award: Steve Dietmann who is always happy, enjoys meeting everybody and sharing information on vehicles. He is very helpful and an all round good fellow as a collector and restorer.

2. Hard Luck award: Tom Rolfe who was 2 hours from home and the generator packed it in.

3. Breakdown Award: Ray Edsall arrived at Corowa on the back of a truck after his generator on the Dodge carryall seized.

4. Longest distance travelled in a military vehicle went to Gary Schluter from Perth in a Land Rover with a speedo on the blink.

5. Encouragement Award: Jake Neville who is the youngest military vehicle restorer and owner. He also received nominations for People's Favourite Choice.

6. People's Favourite Choice: went to Rick Cove for his 1916 Albion

The Voting form also allowed people to suggest a theme for 2015. It will be Year of the Emergency Vehicle and Year of General Motors. 

A KVE General Meeting was held on Sunday morning. We gained a few new members. We are after more members who are willing to help out at the event and from now to March 2012. Send me a message if you would like an Application Form. All it costs is $30 for membership and we have introduced a family membership for $45 per year. We encourage our members to put their thoughts forward which has been of great benefit to the event over the past few years. During the meeting we discussed places we should visit next year. One of our new KVE members, Neville Smith has a private museum at his property, Owls Eye a short distance from Corowa and Harvey Black mentioned a museum at Finley. Pentarch Defence also has a facility at Wangaratta so hopefully we can view this and visit the Buffalo Brewery at Boorhaman Hotel and close by is Renaissance Chocolates.

For those who stayed around on Sunday enjoyed a meal at The Royal Hotel. It was a great time to hear about different people’s experiences and catch up on their news.

Themes for 2012 to 2015

By giving participants an opportunity to suggest a theme we are now able to look to the future and hopefully people will be able to get a vehicle related to a theme on the road. It is not always the case that you have a vehicle to go along with the theme and we always encourage people to bring any vehicle they can.

Theme for 2012: Year of the 6x6

Theme for 2013: Year of the Trailed Equipment and Year of the Armoured Vehicle

Theme for 2014: Year of the WW1 and Year of the Ford
Theme for 2015: Year of the Emergency Vehicle and Year of General Motors

Fire Brigade Land Rover – owned by Dave Argles

This Land Rover was owned by Bob King who purchased it straight from the Army. It was used on the family property as a standard workshop unit for many years. It then became a Aux fire fighter for Camberwarra RFS with Bob covering expense and doing the conversion. It was also used as fire protection on the farm too.
The hard top had to be added for heat protection. The extra lighting was taken from new forklifts of the time. It was fitted with RFS radio of the time. After Bob passed away it was sold to Dave Argles and Dave was determined to have it at Corowa this year. The siren could be heard for miles.

1916 Albion A10 – owned by Rick Cove

This vehicle received the People’s Choice Award. The Albion A10, chassis number 361A type BB, was first laid down on 6th December 1915. It was supplied to the British War Department in February 1916 and saw service in France and Belgium until 1919. It is a 3 ton general service truck, one of 6,000 supplied to the War Office during WW1.

Today there are only about 6 or 7 known to exist worldwide, and it is the only one of its type known in Australia. Rebuilt by the Albion Company in 1921, it was sent to Australia and we believe it was in use at HMAS Cerberus in Victoria before WW2. Rick found it at Leongatha in 1972, in a sawmill yard and it took more than 5,000 hours to rebuild. It has been on the road since the early 1980's as a cab chassis and once completed it was used in the TV Epic "The Anzacs" and other movies. After being on display at the Australian War Memorial's Anzac Hall in Canberra for 3 1/2 years, it is now housed at the Army Museum Bandiana near Wodonga.

Kettenkrad – report by the owner Doug Greville

For my 4th year of Corowa I was finally able to take an MV, a Kettenkrad that I imported partially restored in 2008 and have been working on pretty much ever since. I think I ended up doing about 50km all up on it. There were rides on the riverside tracks and also a combined photo shoot with the "German" collectors. Obtaining a KK took me effectively 10 years. 

One of the more unusual vehicles produced for the German military in WW2 was the Kettenkrad. The vehicle is best described as a "tracked motorcycle", although this is technically inaccurate. It can seat 3 people. Ketten translated means 'tracks' and krad is the short form of "Kraftrad" and translated means motorbike. (There is rarely such a thing as a 100% direct translation). Mechanically, it has a 4 cylinder car engine, track brake steering (as well as the motor bike style handle bars, which serve a similar purpose to the later model English carriers in that small steering corrections don't apply the track brakes). The tracks are fully rebuild able; there are lots of needle rollers and seals and although time consuming to do, it means that you don't end up non-mobile with a dead set of tracks which is an inevitable event with carriers; replacement rubber track pads are dear, but available. Because of the track design the Kettenkrad is good for up to 44mph = 70kph which to say the least must be some experience! The German forces used these vehicles for just about everything, including towing airplanes! Supposedly they were the last vehicle to be immobilized by the depths of the Russian winter.  (Information taken from Doug Greville’s website http://www.owningtanks.com/)
1971 Vixen V1 -  report by Colin Brown

Corowa 2011, Year of the British and European Vehicle, seemed such a long way away when we were originally told about it. I have one of the two Vixen military vehicles remaining in the world and am the lucky one because I get to drive this Vixen, while the other remains static at the Bovington Tank Museum in the United Kingdom. The 1971 Vixen is one of four that were approved for trial by the British Government. This vehicle was a prototype scout/liason type vehicle, based on the CVR (W) Fox Armoured Car. The Vixen project was cancelled by the UK Defence cuts of December 1974. It is powered be a detuned Jaguar 4.2 ohc engine coupled to a Wilson pre-selector gearbox. I decided that Corowa would be an ideal venue for the Vixen which I've had for some 6-8 years but hadn’t yet taken it to a show.  This was due to the fact that I was unable to get it to charge, which as you can imagine after that amount of time, was becoming a serious annoyance. Anyway, I went back to Sydney and discussed the problem with Bill Ryan; Sydney’s resident electronic genius, who didn’t seem to think it would be a problem.  However, after me literally disassembling the entire interior of the vehicle with him assisting with the various electrical components I think his change of mind about the relative simplicity took effect in approx early Jan.   We had done virtually everything: alternators, wiring, main control box just to mention the major components, all to no avail.  We were actually starting to talk about taking the vehicle down just running on new batteries, something I was loathe to do.

 Anyway one morning after a marathon session with Bill we refitted the master control box for what seemed to be the hundred and fifty fifth time – but probably was really only the 50th time – I started the engine, and lo and behold!!!!  A flicker on the ammeter.   Finally after further checking a relatively innocent looking fuse box, the problem was solved. 

During its time sitting on a plinth at FVRDE at Chertsey for nearly 30 years, the Poms had cunningly designed the box (peculiar to Vixen) with no drain holes. So with 30 years of UK weather, when opened it disgorged about 1/2 Kg of rust and some very rusted wiring.  Once we rerouted all wiring not to include the box it literally worked like a charm and ran perfectly.

Next came the problem of repainting and getting it back together in the hottest months of the year which unfortunately fell mainly to me. Mind you, I did receive some invaluable assistance from Bill Ryan and Phil Hartas without which I would never have made the deadline of March 12 which was loading day.

The day arrived and the vehicle loaded without a problem and the truck subsequently departed to load Graham Shirley’s Saladin and  Len McCready’s Ferret, again loading proceeded without problems and it wasn’t until we arrived at Corowa and began unloading there were any slight difficulties. The Saladin and Ferret unloaded perfectly but unfortunately on the way down from the top deck the ramps collapsed under the Vixen which caused some excitement. All however went well finally and unloading was completed without further incident. 

Corowa then proceeded at its normal pace where when the week ends one wonders how on earth it went so quickly, and you never got as much done, and saw as many people as you should have. From an owners point of view I would like to thank and compliment KVE on their overall management of the event and for a job well done.   I think it’s a given that every vehicle owner who spends many weeks, months and even years preparing a vehicle and who keep on coming back will agree.

FV 436 – Report by the owner Michael Hunt

 This machine and another were purchased from the UK Ministry of Defence sales.   The Australian Customs and Quarantine regulations seem to be nothing short of a continually changing minefield. The whole process has taken almost 6 months to complete with us only being able to take delivery of the two vehicles from Customs the Thursday before Corowa, we were unsure as to whether we would be able to get there with it this year. 43 pages of paper later, we had our vehicles, but not until each was stripped back to the “last nut & bolt” & oxy-cut inspection holes in all the box sections of the body to satisfy Quarantine inspection. This added approximately $25,000 to the cost of each vehicle. Customs inspectors were even convinced the holes for the overhead camouflage nets were smoke dischargers until I obtained a letter from Ministry of Defence in London to clarify the issue.

 The 436 has proven to be everything that I expected it to be. The condition is superb and the performance is spectacular.  I am still learning all about this vehicle. When we purchased it there was only 28 miles on the speedo. Upon our return from Corowa there was just on 95 miles on the speedo. The amount of interest that this machine was afforded was beyond all my expectations and it gave me a great deal of pleasure to be able to share this with so many interested people. Our whole family were ecstatic to have been given the honor of leading the parade with our new toy. This was the first time that I have been to this event and it surpassed everything that my son has said it was. A gathering of very dedicated enthusiasts and definitely a credit to the organizers. We will do everything to be present again next year and we very much look forward to seeing the video.

 Michael wanted a good looking and practical armoured vehicle that could fit on a small truck & the 15-ton (approx) FV 436 fitted the bill.  The 240 bhp Rolls Royce K60 multifuel engine and 6-speed Allison automatic gearbox ensured he could give it a good work out on his farm & being a modern vehicle, parts were not such a problem. The FV 432 series of vehicles are something of a rarity in Australia.  

 

Items still for Sale:

$12 - Mac’s Biscuits with Tim Scriven’s Jeep on the front 

$40 - Year of the Jeep DVD’s. We also have DVD’s from past years such as Year of the Blitz, Year of the Studebaker, Year of the Armoured car, Year of the Staff Car and Motorcycle, Year of the Carrier, Year of the Tracked Vehicle and Year of the Blitz 2 and Year of the Amphibian

$10 - metal badge for 2011

$20 -Year of the British and European Caps

Let me know if you are interested in any of the above and I can organise to send them out.
Vehicle list for 2011

UK




European




Humber 1 ton



Kettenkrad


Vauxhall sedan


3 x BMW Sidecar 

49 x Landrovers 


Volkswagen 

Bedford Ql



Kübelwagen

2 x Ferret Scout Car


2 x Unimog

Saladin Armoured Car

3 xHaflinger

FV 436




Pinzgauer

Norton Motorcycle & Side car
3 x Zündapp motorcycle & Sidecar

BSA Motorcycle


Swiss bicycle

2 x BSA Motorcycle


Other

Guy Quad Ant



3 x White Scout Car

Welbike



3 x Studebaker US6

Leyland Moke



62 x Jeep

Vixen 




3 x GPA

Triumph Motorcycle


5 x Blitz

BSA B40 motorcycle


5 x Dodge Weapons Carrier

Fordson (exRAAF fire truck)

Yamaha Motorcycle

Albion
A10



2 x Dodge M37

3 x Austin Champ


Indian 344 Motorcycle

Stalwart



Chev Long Range Dessert Group Truck

2 x Saracen



International Tipper

Other




International AS-120

Ford F100 Ambulance

Ford Marmon-Herrington 3a with Limber and 25 pounder

Fargo Truck



Nash Car

International F1


Willys M38

Chev Yankee Joe


Mack NM6

International A16 Tractor

HUMVEE

International Acco


Kaiser Wrecker

Dodge Command Car


Dodge T211 ½ ton pickup 

Dodge T215 Carryall

Total of 193
Non-military





Rolls Royce Silver Cloud Sedan

Vanguard Phase 3 Sedan

Report by Jan Thompson – Secretary of Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts Incorporated

