Return to Corowa – March 15th - 20th 1994
When I last visited Corowa in 1991, land vehicles with swimming ability were very thin on the ground, being confined to two amphibious jeeps, and a motorized (outboard) Land Rover trailer. Readers will be glad to know that this year there were six amphibious Jeeps and one DUKW, with other under restoration, so the future looks bright.

On Thursday 17th March, I set off from Pakenham in the Dodge, and after a non-stop run, arrived at the Corowa venue five hours later, at 1400. after setting up camp and socializing with the members already in attendance, it was tea time, with an early attendance, it was tea time, with an early night to follow.

On Friday 18th, we left in a convoy led by local member Glen Stone at approximately 0900 hours, with me as passenger in Ian Jarrott’s Dodge. Our destination was Beechworth via back roads, with a stop at Eldorado to inspect a gold dredge, now non-operational. This bucket dredge floats on pontoons, in its own pond, and operates from side to side, with the pond advancing with the dredge as it digs ground from the front, washing it and discharging from the rear. The dredge was made by Thompson’s of Castlemaine, weighs 2500 tons and can dig to a depth of 95 feet with its 118 giant buckets. It began operations in May 1936, and by the time it ceased operations in 1955, it had extracted 80,000 ounces of gold, and 1450 tons of tin concentrates. It is truly a gigantic wonder, and must have been as unforgettable sight when it was working.

From here it was on to Beechworth, famous for the trial of Ned Kelly and its early Police Chief, Robert O’Hara Bourke, later to become immortalized with Wills, as the explorers Bourke and Wills. Beechworth is an old town, with many premises displaying turn of the century facades and signage. For me, it was a real nostalgic trip to see so much that was a real nostalgic trip to see so much that was common place in my childhood; but which has now sadly all but disappeared in the name of progress.
After lunch and more sightseeing, we departed for camp after a short stop at the historic town of Chiltern. Friday night we viewed an educational film of Canada, which appeared to be produced by a Russian film maker as the captions, credits etc were unreadable until someone kindly pointed out that o was sitting behind the c\screen an the printing was reversed. At about 2200 hours bed was the choice for me. Saturday saw our traditional street parade in Corowa and Rutherglen led by Glen stone in his beautifully restored (Waukesha/MAR/FWD) take your pick, as it was referred to by all three names at various times.

Bruce Wiltshire had his Chev Gun Tractor towing a limber and 25 pounder gun, and Vic Phillips had his nicely restored Chev C15 in camouflage on display. After a photo stop at Rutherglen, it was back to camp for the regular swap and trading session. This was obviously successful as both buyers and sellers were seen to be smiling.

Saturday night’s finale saw most members attend a sit down meal a the residence of Glen and Lyn Stones, who regularly clear out their huge workshop for this annual function. After these festivities, it was back to camp and bed.

Sunday I rose early and packed up and left for home at 1015 hours in company with Ian Jarrott, arriving at Pakenham at 1520 hours after a memorable few days away.

Special thanks are due to Col Anderson, Glen and Lyn Stones for the organizing of this fantastic operation. Glen and Lyn found time to visit every day and help sort out the small mechanical problems encountered by some members. It should also be pointed out that the Stones run a business in the area, yet still find time t host this event. Thanks also to Barbara and Jan Thompson for helping organize the Saturday meal.

My thanks to Ian Jarrott for his chauffeuring and to all those other members for making my stay so enjoyable.

Vehicles attending:

Amphibious Jeep – 6; Jeep – 11; Jeep trailer -2; Land Rover – 7; Land Rover Trailer -3; Dodge Weapons Carrier – 3; Dodge Military Power Wagon – 1; Chev Blitz – 4; Ammunition Limber – 1; 25 pounder gun -1; 18 pounder gun – FWD -1; Bedford QL -1; Dodge 3 ton – 1; Studebaker 6X6 – 1; GMC 6X^ - 1; White Scout Car – 2; DUKW – 1; Paratrooper Folding Cycle - 1 
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